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Madrasis, North and South Beharis.   The illiteracy of labourers   was a   fundamental
difficulty,
Mr. Hopkyns, examined by Mr. Shurawardy, stated that on the occasion of
the last elections instructions given to District Officers were that they should, so
far as they possibly could, provide separate compartments for the registration of
female votes and presumably these instructions were carried out at mofussil polling
stations as in Calcutta. The Calcutta University had been represented in the
three reformed Councils by Messrs. J. C. Bose, B. K Bose and S. C. Bose res-
pectively.
Examined by Mr, M. C. Bajah, witness stated that the depressed classes formed
24 per cent, of the total population of the province. In Bengal It was more a ques-
tion of poverty than of depressed classes. He did not see how they could lower
the franchise of the classes which, in accordance with the Census report, were
depressed and at the same time deny .the same right to a large mass of poor
Moslems. The depressed classes were given one nominated seat and they had at
present three representatives returned through general constituencies.
He did not agree with Mr, Bajah that the attitude of the Council towards the
depressed classes had not been sympathetic. "I don't think there Is anything left
undone which could have been done by the Council. The Minister of Education
has done everything to improve the education of the depressed classes."
Sir John Simon : Social disabilities are not liked by anyone and we all wish to
remove them and help these people but they cannot be removed by an Act of Par-
liament. To classify them as a separate class would be to perpetuate those differ*
ences rather than to remove them,
Witness: Generally speaking, the depressed classes   have no difficulty ^in   getting
admission  to  public   schools.   Of course, there might be some difficulty in the more
districts.   Sometimes they are made to sit on separate benches.
local self-go verging bodies
Mr, J. G. Drummond, Secretary, Local Self-Government, Mr. J. N. -Roy, Com-
missioner, Burdwan division, and Mr. C. W, Garner, District Officer, Mymenslngh
were then jointly examined on, behalf of the Commission by Colonel Lane- Fox.
Mr. Drpmmond gave the details of the different grades of local self-governing
bodies t in Bengal. There were the Chaukidari Boards. Then there -were the Union
Committees which were midway between the Chaukidari and Union Boards. There
were also District Boards aad Local Boards. The Union Board was the culminating
point of these institutions and enjoyed the greatest amount of power.
Witness said that, on the whole, the working of the Calcutta Corporation under
bctt system was considered successful by the Bengal Government.
15lh» January— Deputation of Br. Indian Association
The Indian Association of Calcutta representing landed and other vested interests
lted m the Joint Free Conference this morning,
In tfear short memorandum, they refrained from expressing any opinion about the
or the abolition of communal   representation   and  the   constitution of the
Government, but they, however, emphasised that   full   provincial    autonomy
to the safeguard of an Upper   Chamber is  essential  for  order, progress and
ent of responsible government.
R to the question   of  franchise they  suggested that the interests of Bengal
tow those who were proprietors of lands, as also those who cultivated lands,
be adequately represented in the Legislature.
file_0.wmf

file_1.wmf


«ttOT*ndttm stated that In consideration of their contribution to the pro-
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